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ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC MEETING 



Directors: 

Phillip H. Maxwell Division 1 

J Elliott Fox Division 2 
Jack G Thomson Division 3 

President 
Floyd S. Cooiey Division 4 
Robert E. McCarthy Division 5 

Henry C. Qarnett Division 6 
Gene A Lundquist Division 7 

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY 
4114 Arrow Street. P.O. Box 58 

Bakersfield. California 93302 

Telephone: 393-6200 

Stuart T Pyle 
Engineer Manager 

George E  Ribbie 
Assistant Engineer-Manager 

Edna M Purvines 
Secretary 

25 June 1979 

SUBJECT: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

PURPOSE: 

MEETING FORMAT: 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC MEETING 
AND INITIATION OF INVESTIGATION 

FOR 
CALIENTE CREEK STREAM GROUP INVESTIGATION 

Study of Flood and Associated Water Resources Problems of the Caliente 
Creek Stream Group 

Monday, 9 July 1979 at 7:30 p.m. 

Lamont Community Center 
West End of Hall Street 
Lamont, California (see Inclosure I) 

At this meeting, the public will be informed of the study that the Corps of 
Engineers recently initiated for the Caliente Creek Stream Group. The 
public will also have the opportunity and will be encouraged to comment and 
exchange information concerning the study. The reasons for the study and 
the current status are provided in the inclosed information summary 
(Inclosure 2). 

The Kern County Water Agency will conduct the meeting. Corps of 
Engineers representatives will be present to describe the study. After their 
presentation, all interested individuals, groups, and agencies will be invited 
and are encouraged to express their views on flood and related water 
resource problems of the area. Information may be presented at the 
meeting either orally or in writing. However, for accuracy of the record, all 
important facts and statements should be submitted in writing. Written 
comments may be handed to the chairman at the meeting or may be sent to 
Kern County Water Agency or the Corps of Engineers at the address listed 
below. 

Kern County Water Agency 
k\ 14 Arrow Street, P.O. Box 58 
Bakersfield, California  93302 

Sacramento District 
Corps of Engineers 
ATTN:   Investigations Section C 
650 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, California  95814 

All statements, both oral and written, will be made a part of the official 
transcript of the meeting. For receiving additional comments, the records 
will remain open for two weeks following the meeting. The inclosed 
comment sheet (Inclosure 3) is provided for your convenience. 

Please bring this announcement to the attention of others you know who may 
be interested. 
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INFORMATION SUMMARY 



INFORMATION SUMMARY 
CALIENTE CREEK STREAM GROUP INVESTIGATION 

Initiation. - The Corps of Engineers has initiated an investigation of the Caliente Creek 
Stream Group at the joint request of the Kern County Board of Supervisors and Kern 
County Water Agency. 

Location. - The study area is located in Kern County southeast of the city of Bakersfield. 
(See attached map.) 

Authority. - This investigation will be part of the San Joaquin River Basin Investigation 
which was authorized by a resolution adopted 8 May 1964 by the Committee on Public 
Works of the House of Representatives. The San Joaquin River Basin Investigation 
includes the Caliente Creek Stream Group. 

Past Studies. - A brief feasibility report on the Caliente Creek Stream Group flood 
problems was prepared by the Corps of Engineers in 1966. This report presented various 
flood control alternatives including a system of upstream reservoirs and also a system of 
foothill detention basins connected by diversion and percolation channels. In all plans 
considered, the separable cost of flood control exceeded the flood control benefits. 
Therefore, it was recommended that no further consideration be given to a Federal flood 
control project for the Caliente Creek Stream Group at that time. 

Problems. - The Caliente Creek Stream Group area is subject to major flooding, 
especially on the valley floor. Since the studies conducted in the 1960's, considerable 
development has occurred in the flood plain areas. Most of the damage has been to 
agricultural development, but several communities have sustained considerable flood 
damages.   It is estimated that the 1978 floods caused $10 million in flood damages. 

Planning Process. - Feasibility investigations are conducted under a three-phase planning 
process. 

Stage I - Development of a Reconnaissance Report 

Stage 2 - Development of Intermediate Plans 

Stage 3 - Development of Detailed Plans 

The purpose of Stage I is to obtain a preliminary view of what the overall study will 
involve and to determine how the study will be managed. This stage emphasizes problem 
identification and culminates in the preparation of the Reconnaissance Report. During 
Stage 2, the broad range of potential courses of action for managing the resources in the 
study area is explored, with emphasis on the formulation of alternatives. During Stage 3, 
principal attention is given to formulation, assessment, and evaluation to further refine 
and reduce the number of alternatives to obtain a reasonable array of fully 
implementable plans. The plan to be recommended for implementation is selected from 
the final alternative plans. This recommended plan will be described in a feasibility 
report which will be forwarded to the Congress for consideration of authorization. 

The entire study will take approximately 4 years to complete, provided sufficient funds 
are made available by the Congress. 

Inclosure 2 
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MAILING LIST 

FOR 

PUBLIC MEETING ON 

CALIENTE CREEK STREAM GROUP, CALIFORNIA 

9 JULY 1979 IN LAMONT, CALIFORNIA 
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AREA   nIRFCTnw,    S AC RA ><fMTn 
tfllttEAII   OF   INDIAN   AFFAIRS 
2flor>  cPTTAi;r   JtY 
SACRAMENTO,   CA      95*25 

ASST   C0"Mj9Stn»"F»        CHIEF   ENGINEER 
BUWFAII   OF   RECLAMATION 
FEDFRAL   CENTER 
0ENVEP»  rn    *(>225   (?) 

CHIEF   HYr.pni.OfU ST 
US   GEOL^GICM    S'l^vpy 
WASHlMGTn.i,    I...C.      ?0?u? 

CHIEF,    SACHAMENTil   SMP-riTST«ICT 
WATER   OPSPI'^CES   "TVISI"" 
GEOLOGICAL   Slit?Vfe v 
2*0?   COTTAGE   -AY 

SACRAMENTO,   C»      95*25   m 

CnMMjssinwEk 
FISH ANP> 4ILDLIFE SERVICE 
03 DEPAlTHF^T OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHIMGTnM, D.C.  ?02*0 

C :"!i..'ISS'. n .'••£« t rJ L! H £ & 11 OF ">:CL* ^AT IU 
US nFPA^TlwE'iT nF TUP TMTFvI^p 
WASHINGTON, 0,C.   gn2Art   (<0 
(FOR INFORMATION CA'LV) 

CnMHTSStnf'EW, FEDERAL 1ATEH I5'I»| IT 
US OEPAi*TME*'T nr THF TcTt-cinp 
wASHiMGTm', r>,c,  ?n?'in 

DIRECTOR 
NATIONAL    PA>"<    SFBVICE 
IIS   0FPA9TVFMT    IIF    TMF    T'ITFJTHP. 

WASHINGTON,    O.C,      ?.n?f.\ 
(FIR   TNPPf'^'Tll."!   '."•'l.Vl 

OT^ECTO'? 
OFFICE   r\p   F.vvwiiu^FMTAL   P<".!ECT 
OEPARTMRMT   'IF   T^F    iMTFVTiirf 
'«ASwT'''GTnM,   u,C,      2^2'tO 

PJRECTtiR 
•UlREAll     IF   |_f 'i<>    "Af'AfiE ;:••• T 
2«00    CUTTAIJF     iAY 
3ACPAr'E'lTf),    C.-i       95*?*> 
(FOR   T^PflPn \ T T <> i   '<y[ y 1 

^F 

niprcTPR, BUREAU OF  LANO MANAGE^EM 

US   nEPAWT-iE'n   OF   THE   TMERlnR 
WASHINGTON,    f).C,       ?02«0 
(FOR    INFORMATION   l|f"L*) 

HIHECTOR,    HtRTTAGE   C t"'SFR V AT I ON 
AND   RECREATION 

IKS   riEPAOT-'Ef'T   OF 
wA«in|M(STnv,   n,c, 
(FOR   JfcFOi- M AT I 0-I 

SERVICE 
THF    T^TERIOR 

n.JLY) 

DISTRICT   CKTEF 
«ATFR   AfFSniftCFS   DIVISION 
US   ^EOLnRTC»L   SiiRVFY 
S55   OAK   G^nvp   *WEK"iE 
KENLO   PARK,   c*     9<to?5   (3) 

OISTftlCT   HYDRAULIC   ENGIMEER 

CimsgRVATjilM  niviSIO^ 
GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY 
2H00   COTT*r;F   *'AY 
SACRAMENTO,   c*      95»?5 

FIFIO   SUPERVISOR 
FISH   AND   ^TinLIFE   SER"KE 
invisinr'   wy   tf.'OuC'j" Al-   SfVTCES 
?*00   COTTARE   i-AY,   R«   E-2727 
SACRA^EMU,   C*      95«<>5 

LIAISON   OFFICER   FOC   CALIFORNIA 
US   BUREAU   OF   HIMES 

*>50   CAPITOL   MALL#   Ci'OM   30«6 
SACfrAMEwTH,   CA      95«l<i 

MF. GARLAND GOROON 
CHIFF, TMTESAGEMCY ARCH,- SERVTCFS 

HFRITAGF rPVSERvATT.i^   PFCREATTf!' 
«50 GOLOEN GATE AVFMJF, qr.X 360*3 
SAM FVArCTsro, CA  pain? 



U.S. Gnve<>N*€WT OFPAKT^E^TS AND AGE^CTFS 

OEPARTMEMT OF THF INTERIOR 

PROGRAM OIRECTn? 
COLUMBIA PISHF»TES PROGRAM OFFICE 
FISH   WJLOLIFE SERVICE 
LL^VO 500 BL"G, SUITE lb"*? 
500   NF   Mill.TMOHAH   ST 
POSTLANO, OP  97208 (?) 

REGIONAL   OIPECTHR 
MID-PACTFTC   PEYTON 
US   HU«E *li   OF   VECLAHATT'IM 
2*r»A   cOTYAfiF    -Hi 
SACAMEVTO,   c*     9*ft25   f3) 

REGIONAL niwECTUh 
FISH   ''TU'L IFE SERVICE 
US   OFPARTMF^T   'IF    THF    T.'iTFrfTOfJ 
LLOir   5^0   f-LiK-,   SUITE   1*9? 
500   NE   Miu.TfClN.AH   ST 
POPTLANO,    n»      V7g'tf»    IS) 

REGIONAL   DI^PCTOR,    HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION   *   »ECPF.ATTU*'   8FNVIC 

«50   GOLOFM   GATE   AVE-'UE,   Wfijt   3»jO*>? 
SAN   FRANCISCO,   CA      o<llrt? 

KEGIONAL   OTPECTn«,    ,iFSTE"s'   ^Cf5T^ki 
NATliH'AI.    PA'-'K    St>*VIC€ 
US   OEPA^T'-'E^T   OF   THF   I^TE-'inR 
«50   GOLOfN   RATF   A'E*'UF,   HO*   3IO*3 

SAM   FRANCISCO,   CA      R«10?    (2) 

UYOR'Ur<GTST,   .j«Tr^   wrs PFRIRMAL   UYOR'Ur<GTSTl 

US   GEOLOGICAL   SURREY 
3<»5   MTOOLEFTH.O   -yuA^ 
HENLO  PARK,   CA     9<IO?< 

AOHTMTSTOAT'TW 

HAMPI'JER    AO ""I   'TpTI" tTT'i»: 
US   OFPART^F^T   flF   LAM.'". 
WASHT •IGT.TM,    O.C,      ?0?10 

0 1 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT 
"FFICE OF THF OIPFCTOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON, O.C.  2030? 
(FOR INFORMATION OiLV) 

US PIJREAII OF RECLAMATION 
S*CTO. VALLEY CVP CDNST. OFFICE 
PO nox qs* 
MLLO-IS, CA  9598H 

SFCRFTAPY OF THE TVTERinR 
US OEPARTMEMT OF Tnf INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON, O.C.  2'>?«0 (?) 

REGIONAL COOROlMATf'K, PACIFIC S'J " 
,ig OEPA&TVEMT OF Tnf INTERIOR 
050 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, ROX 3*0<>H 
SAM EOAHCTSCO, CA  °«102 (2) 

SPECTAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY 
US OEPAKT»-ENT f,p T*F INTERIOR 
"50 GOLOFV GATE AVfllE, BOX 3A.0RA 
SAN FRAMCISCO, CA  R0102 (3) 

mMMISSTOMER 
HURFAU OF TNOTAN AFFAIRS 
US OEPAPTMENT OF THF INTERIOR 
KAS«Tk!GTO*, o,C,  ?>?<«0 (2) 
(FOR   INFORMATION   iV<Lv) 

DEPARTMENT   OF   LABOR 

ASSTSTAvj   SFrRETAiJV   FOP   MANPOWER 

US   CEPT   UF   LABOR        f'iPLOYMENT 
WASN'TMGTOM,   D.C,     ?0i»;»5 

RFGTO"lAL    A Or". I* 1ST*A TOR 
US   BUREAU    OF   C in.11* Tvl    SECURITY 
US   OF"T   nf    LArnfc 
«50   OOLOF'i   r.ATF   AVF'iUE,   ^0<   3'iOi7 
SAM   FRANCISCO,   CA      '>a\»S 
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U.S.   RIJVgPM^e»iT   nEPA»THENT3   AMD   AGENCIES 

tlTHEM 

MP   MICHAFL   WIJPEMAM 

HISTDHTC PPESERVATIO.M 
PD nnx 550«0 
OENVEP, en  »0?25 

npPAf'TMpMr nF TKANSPOKTATTON 

AS9T8TAMT    SPC'PTAl.'V    F'lW    OI!«|. TC    AFF 
US   OEPA'T^E^T   OK   TP*K.SPn*T»TI ON 

WASnr:GTr»',   D.C,     ?05<»r> 

SAN   F9AM!J9rO   Af-'E^   MAM»CPiJ 
FEOEWAl    AVIATTH"    AP'MMSTlUTI'lM 
831   MTTTFM   f*rui) 
BUKLI'iKAhE,   CA      9-<nio 

OI«FCTn»,   BRIDGE   nTViST^'i   M*'G   31 
FEOF»AL   MT'IH-HY   AT*TWTST«ATTnM 
US   nFPA-?T«Ek'T    nF    TWANSPn^TATTTN 
000   -   7TH   STPFFT,    3. S. 
WASHI^GTfT-',   D.C.      ?"S"P 

CnnWDINATliP   FflR    HATFB   orjilliwCES 
,\0,    nppT    nP    TPA>> Cp.iPTATTriM     (»H      i«3 

<IOO   8RVEMTH   STREET,    S . •« . 
MASrflMGTpW,    P.C,       POS^l 

BESrnKAL   FE'^F^Ai    nyy,   AT'.-T^TSTPATO 

FEOEpM   w^Y   Af)f*#   ye«l"ni   t* 
«50   RflLOFN   GATE   AVFVIIF,   .UIX   T*.n<?f> 
SA.M FUAficrsrn,  CA     Qam? 

ri^FCTOo   H11wFAU   OF   PflLIC   Pn»PS 
FEOFRAL    HTRHWAY    AOMNTSTPATTPN 

MS   r>EPACTKENT   OF   Tf'A nSPOPTATI n>' 
1T) 7   H   «T^EET,    N,W. 
WASHINGTON,    D.C,      20*91 

PIV    ADCINISTPATHB 
CALTFORMJA    PIVISIll"   nFFICF 
FEOFSAL   HJgHwAV   A,P" T .M TSTPA T TOM 
U.S   nfPT   np   TRANSPORTATION 
" ri   * n *   1 P1 5 
SACRAKEMTH,   CA     95P09 

APMTNlSTRATflP 
FFOFOAL   AVTATTO1   AftFniCV 
II?   DEPAPTKE^T   OF   TkAM^PORTATinK; 
i.As«Tk ftTn»i,   n.r, ?*•*(«; 

Cf'HMA K-OPW 
12TH   COAST   r.UAPO   DTSTPTCT 
US   P€P»PTMtK'T   OF   TwAr^SPOPTATir'fj 
AP"PATSF»S   WIIIL07AG 
b30   8AN»0*E   STkFET 
SAN F^AMCTSCn, CA  9'it It (21 

JATp:- ^FSri'j^CES COUNCIL 

US   »IATF^   RFSO'OCES   roiiM.-Ti. 
SUITF   P10,    J>1?0   L   STS-FT,    5, 
WASHTMGTrr",   f'.c,     ?'*0?7 

DEPARTMENT   OF   f"FuGV 

FEOF^AL   F'F^GV   PFr:m ATnjy   C: ^ 'ISST 
0FPAWTM..>T   np   E^P'-'fiv 
WASHT"GTiv,   i.e.     ?'ia?»,   («i 
(FOP   T>Fi'P'!AT|'lN   :i\'i.y> 

«EGTO*'AL   FMTI'IFF*. 
FEOF^'L   F-IF.^GV   U'f-fi't[ AT'itfV   C*il**«T»ST 
DEPA'-i »-CMT   nF   F»,FUf,y 
5^5   "ATTFIY   STWM-T,    «<•.):"   J1S 
3A*4   F*-A -ic I^Cn,   PA      ^ailt 
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U.S. GPVEVNHEMT DEPARTMENTS A*:D AGENCIES 

SHITHSHMIAN IMSTITUTIP^ 

DIRECTOR, PTVFB KASTK. SMWVEYS 
BUREAU PF A*E»ICAM pT^r-nLPfiv 
3HTTHS0MTAM T»'STITllTtnn 
NASHIMGTnM» D.C.  205M) 

ENVIPtlMMEK'TAL PROTFCTIPN AGEMCV 

REGIONAL Ar)«TNT?T^»Tnw 
EMVTWnNMFMT»l. fsnTPTTTO'i »CF*'CV 
REGIP'l I* 
215 F9F«ftMT STePET 
8AN FpA^CISCn, CA  °41P5 

AOMIMTSTOATHP 

ENVIPPN «CMTAL PvnTEf-TT'i!' AGFMCY 
WATERSIDE IULL 
«01 M STPEFT, S.W. 
WASMTMGTOM, n.c.  2oa*n (?) 

DIRECTOR, OFC PF FFPERAL ACTIVTTTF 
ATTli|  FTS FILING SECTION 
ENVIRONMENTAL PwnTFXTIPN AGENCY 
V.ATFPSTPE MALL 
API - STeFET, 3,w. 
i»AS»MNGTPNf D.C,  ?0<ihO (2) 

CALIFORNIA STATE OFFICIALS, OFP»»T*FNTS AMD AGENCIES 

GOVFWMUP, STATE PP CALIFORNIA 
STATE CAPITOL 
SACRAME'JTP, CA  9SB14 (?)* 
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C»LIFn*MA   STATE   nFFIClALS,   DEPARTMENTS   ANO   AGEK'CJFS 

*DHINlSTo»TT"F   MFFICFP 
CALIFnHNiTA    HIRH'-'AY    P. HMH TS8IOM 
DEPARTMENT   PF    TRA'i?PI|RTATTUM 
1120   h   STREET 
SACWAMENTP,   CA      <J5«M 

AME»irAvl   ASSUCIATTn «(   Fno 
CCINSESWATIO-J   11 >IF 'W ••ATT il'J 

PEPT   nF   p«Ui(fl   AMI>   rffCgATIMM 
STATE   HP   C*LIP'BM!» 
11J6   •   <*TH   STPFfT 
SAC«AMEMTn,   CA      95H1« 

ASSISTANT   Tn   TME   CruHTSSTPHEP 
CALIFnW'iTA   PIS*        t.A^F   rii""TS?in*J 
PQPM   t?tVJ?i   wrgMU^CFS   °niL"IN.'G 
1<J1(,   .   <»TH   STPFET 
SACPAnENTO,    C»       95KJ4 

A8ST   TO   SFC,   PROJECTS 
THE   BFSnil»CES   AHEMCV 
STATE   HF   CALTEnt;iIA 
l<Ufc   .   9TH   STREET,    WH 

SACPAME^TP,   CA      9581U 

rfiijunTNAT-^ 

mi 

CH,    PF   MAMAREMH-IT 

STATE   i)F   CALTP'"'' <i I A 
1 at A   -   <»TH   3TVFPT 
SACWA,jEMTn,   CA     <jS*i« 

Pt»nTECTTn*i niv 

(?) 

CHAIBMAM 

SENATE   filNx   ng   MATMWAI.   QES 
CALIFOKJTA   STATE   fF^ATF 
STATE CAOITHL 
SACJAME-ITH,    C*       OS8KI 

•VII.DI. 

CHAIPMAM, CA ADVISORY CDMM 
-<ESTFP" STATES *ATFP PL^G 

ppriM 
(1M .JFS1FPM STA1 
STATE CAPTTHL, 
SAC«*HEMTH, CA 

21«fl 
95M« 

CHIEF CLEPK 
CALIFORNIA STATE »SSF^«LV 
STATE CAPTTDl. 
SAC»A<<E^Tn, CA  95M« 

CHIFF, CEMTPAl OISTkTCT 
DFF'ABT«FMT PF WATFP RESOURCES 
STATE HF CALIFORNIA 
Pn *n* 16008A 
SACRA"ENTP, CA  95816 

CHIEF, PJVTSTHM OF AEPHrJAUTTCS 
STATE nF CAI.TFf)P>>lIA 
6151 FPFFPPRT «LVP. 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95*22 (2) 

C"IFF, PIVTSiriM OF MI^FS   GEnLPGY 
f-EPAPTMFNT PF CONSERVATION 
STATE PF CALTFPPNIA 
1116 - "TH STREET 
SACRAMEriTn, CA  95'»1'» (Z) 

CnHMTSSTnMFP, OEPT. OF PE»L ESTATE 
8TATF OF CALIFORNIA 
71« P STRFFT 
SACWArENTP, CA  95«1« (2) 

PI", CEPT PF ROATT^r, K   WATERWAYS 
1«1* MIKTH ST, »M 133* 
SACVAMEvTO, c*  95M<» f2) 

CHA IWMA^J 
ASSFM«<LV   cnwMTTTEF   n»j   PFSnif^CES, 

l.Ann   USE        F^'FPftY 
CALTFnP'TA   ST<TF   ASSF'"-MY 

11TH L   HIIILPtMRi    -S <» T T ^   o0<, 

SAC'JA-ENTP,   CA      PS«t<j 

OTP, PFPT nF Fpnn   AGP 
STATE OF   CALIFPP^IA 
1220 M STRgFT 
S»C«AMENTIt, c*  956l<i (2) 

CHA IR-'A''' 
WATER   RF.S'»U*CF5   P.uMTWill.   HiiA<"p 
STATE   OF   CALIF'Vsl* 
1«1*,   .   Q-rv   STi-'M T 
SACRA><E-iTn,    C*      95«M<i 
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DIRECTOR 
CA STATE OFC OF PLNG   "FSEARCH 
1400 TENTH STREFT, SUITE **?. 
SACRAMENTO, CA  <*5«1<» 

DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT HE TRANSPORTATION 
1120 M STREET 
SACBAMENTM, CA  "SfH* (?) 

DIRECTOR 
OFFICE   °T   EfEw-ENCV   SERVICES 
Pf)   BOX   "»577 
SACPA^EHTH, CA  <>5rt?3 

DIRECTOR, DFPAmifiMT OF FPUCATITN 
STATE t'F CALIFORNIA 
721 CAPITOL M»LL 
SACRAMENTO. CA  «»Ssi« (?) 

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
11 US STATE CAPJTOL 
8ACWA*E"TO, C»  95«1« (?) 

OI«ECTd?. DEPART l£NT HF FnUFSThY 
RESOURCES ftiUL^tf"". 
STATE OP CALIFusiTA 
Ifllft . PTM ST9?FT 
SAC»A»'EwTO, CA  <»5fllO (?) 

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
STATE nP CALTFn^i* 
7l«/76<i P STRFET 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95*1« (?) 

DIRECTOR, OEPT OF C'T'SEBVATTOM 
STATE r'F CALTEOU IIA 
F" 1505, fcESti.is-ff S tti(tl.OI'*fi 
jai«, . PTM STiEFT 
SACPA^F (TO,   CA      9Sfll«    (?) 

DIRECTfU?.     OFPT    r\f    FH.1 RAM£ 
STATF   OF    CALIFORNIA 
ROOM   1^13,    i-Fsrii.wCES   MI/TL^ING 

lu\b   .   9TH   ST-EH 
SACRAMENTO,   CA     95Kja   (?) 

DIRECTOR,   DEPT   OF   PA9KS        RECPEATI 
STATE   OF   CALIFORNIA 
l«lfc   •   OTH   STPEET 
SACPAMEMTO,   CA     95BU   (2) 

DIRECTOR,   OEPT   PF   WATER   BESniiPCFS 
STATE   OF   CALIFORNIA 
\H\b   -   QTH   STPEET 
SACPAMEwTf.,   CA     95Pta   r*)« 

DIRECTOR,   W*8HlMfiT0\,   0,C.   OFFICE 
OFPARTHFNT   rjp   FTMA'iCE 
STATE OF CALlPOknlA 
fcOO P£NNSY| VAMA AVE., S.E., SUTTE 
WASHINGTON, o,C.  20003 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
WILDLIFE CONSER*ATTIN BOARO 
STATE OP CALIFORNIA 
POOH 120»,-g?, RESOURCES 8LDG. 
t«1fc . 9TH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA  9581« 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
ATTN't  "ECOROS UMT 
STATE OF CALTFORNJA 
1B07 13TH STREET 
SACcAME»TO, CA  <*5M« 

EXFCUTTVF OFFICER 
COUNCIL ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL PELAT 
1U00 TFMTH STREET 
SACPAN'ENTO, CA 95*ia 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER   CHIEF ENGINEER 
CALIFORNIA KATER CnynrsSION 
fiEHARTMFNT OF WATKR RESOURCES 
)a\h   - PTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95*11 (10) 
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EXECUTIVF SrCPETARY 
CA ST BO OF FOno   ARR ICULTUKF. 
1220 M ST&FET, PCIOH 11 1 
SAC&A^'E^TH, CA  95M« 

SENEGAL MANAGER 
CALIFORNIA f»ECI-AHATT(ir P.OAR0 
HESmiocFs   ftnTLOTMR 
1016   -   9T^   ST-*fcFT 
5AC?A«g'JTn,   C»     <?5^1«   (in) 

G0VER"MEMT   »U^LTC ATTH-JS   SECTION 
CALIFORNIA   STATE   UIpK*RV 
pn nnx 20JT 
SACPAMEMTH, CA  95*n9 

PWESTOE'.'T 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
STATE OF rALIFiixMTa 
350 KCAU.ISTEM ST-.'EET 
SAM FRANCISCO, CA <*<t)0? 

REGIONAL MANAGER 
CA ngPT OF FISH   r,AME, REG IT 
1O01 ,TEO*MTTH OPIVF 

S*CPAf<E:v'Tn# CA  *SM9 

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE 
CALTFr"»NTA STATE SFk'ATf 
STATE CApTTnL 
SACPAMENTO, CA  9Sf>1<l 

SECRETARY TO Twp CHMiiSST'lM 
STATE   P«C*K 7FC^trATI;iM   CHH>*I SSTOM 
STATE    Ur    PALIFtMMlA 
141*   .    ^TH   «T-JFET 
SAC^AMEIT",    CA       95*14 

3TATF L**"fS C')«,JTSSnfw 
H£TLAl!OS 4M" S'H.FACE 

MANAGEMENT «!FCTTn,i 
1H07 - UTH STRTET 
SAC«A*EK'TP, CA   9S*1« 

STATF I AMOS DT^TST'Vi 
STATE L»M!>S CW'tSSIOf-i 
STATE iiF CAl JFil,V»:I A 
1H07 - MTM STvtPT 
SACPAME^TD| CA  'JVMd 

SPnWTATIOJ BOARD 
p • i n n x 11 .^ 9 

SACRAMENTO, CA 

STATE T^A 
PO BOX 1139 

9?.rt05 

DIVISION nF nTL A»*P GAS 

DEPARTMENT OF CT^SERVATIOM 
STATF r-F CALIFORNIA 
08on STHCKOALF HWY M0,ai7 
BAKEHSFlELt), CA 93309 

CALIFORNIA PEfiin»'AL WATER 
OIIALITV CONTROL MOARO 

CENTRAL VAULET REGT"»N 
337U F SHTFLnS AVEMJE 
FRESNO, CA 93*26 

FIElO PFFICE SUPERVISOR 
DFPARTUFMT OF MTE9 RESOURCFS 
STATE f'F CALIFORNIA 
1319 C*I_TFOVK,IA AVENUE 
BAKFPSFlFLn, CA 93?0tt 

STATF COORDINATOR 
FL'irn INSURANCE PROGRAM 
CALIFORNIA nppAPT-'FK'T OF 

WATER   PESOllPCES 
P.O.   Piiv   3e* 
SAChAMEV'TO,   CA   95«02 

REGIONAL    MANAGER 
PF.RION   V,    OFFICE   fiF 

FXEPGfUCV   SERVICES 
STATF   OF   CALT^OPMA 
255"   lARIPOSA   STREET,    R.lfll 
FRESNO,   CA   93721 

RERTOMAI     MANAGER,    JFGTON   IV 
CALTFHRMIA   OEPAWT-FVT   OF 

FISH    »K0    CA^E 
1234   E,   S^**   AVF^uF 
FRESNO,   CA   93710 



IS 
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STATE   A«CWITFCT 
OFFICF   np   ARCHITECTURE   ANT   CO'-'STHU 
DEPT  nF  f;PMFrf»L   5F»VIC€« 
STATE   OF   CALIFOf-'^lA 
1500   FIFTH   STREET 
SAC*ANENT">»   CA     9581 « 

ATTORNEY  RESE*AI. 
STATF   OF   CAl.TFfJWMl* 
DEPA^TMEMT    OF   JUSTICE 
555   CAPITHL   «»IL.   R'lITE   350 
SACRAMENTO,   CA      9S«lfl 

CWTFF, P.TVTSTDN nF ni|_ ANO RAS 
DEPARTMENT OF  CONSERVATION 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
1016 - 9TH STREET 
SACPAMENTn, CA  95M« (2) 

SECRETARY, THE PES0U9CES AGENCY 
STATE IF CALIFORNIA 
wnOM   1311,   BESMnPC*S   rtiltLDl*'G 
lajfr - 9TH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95S1<J (5)* 

PO.STI'ASTEPS 

POSTMASTER 
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LAMONT, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, JULY 9, 1979 

-—oOo  

MR. RIBBLE:  Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. 

My name is George Ribble of the Kern County Water Agency 

I would like to welcome you here tonight to the initial public 

meeting on the Caliente Creek Stream Group Investigation. 

As a result of flood problems which have occurred last 

S year and in the past on the Caliente Creek stream group, the 

9   Kern County Board of Supervisors and our Water Agency have 

10 requested the Corps of Engineers to evaluate these problems 

11 to determine if there are any economically feasible and 

12 acceptable solutions. 

13 First, I would like to take care of some administrative 

14 details.  If you haven't filled out an attendance card as 

15 you came in tonight, we request you to do so.  These cards 

16 not only serve as a record of attendance, but let us know who 

17 wishes to speak here this evening.  If anyone needs a card 

18 to fill out, please raise your hand so that we may give you 

19 one at this time. 

20 This meeting is being recorded and a transcript will 

21 be made of everything said here tonight. 

22 Also, written comments submitted will be included in 

23 the transcript.  To be included, written material may be 

24 submitted within two weeks. 

25 Following a statement by Mr. Vasquez, Assistant Chief, 

26 Engineering Division of the Sacramento District, Corps of 

27 Engineers, we will receive statements from those who have 

28 indicated on the cards they wish to speak. 



Now, I would like to introduce Mr. Vasquez from the 

Corps of Engineers in Sacramento. 

MR. VASQUEZ:  Thank you, George. 

If you do have something more to put in the record, send 

us a letter expressing your opinions. 

First, I would like to introduce a few of the people 

from the staff here: 

Mr, Daryl Salladay, Assistant Chief, Water Resources 

Planning Branch; Mr. Carl Greenstein in the back is our Public 

Affairs Officer; Roger Janssen is Chief of the Section conducting 

the study; and Bob Childs is the Project Engineer who will be 

actually making the study. 

As indicated in the announcement, the purpose of this 

meeting tonight is to provide you with the opportunity to 

express your interests and ideas in regard to our investiga- 

tion. 

I would like to explain why we are conducting this in- 

vestigation, give you a brief description of the area involved 

in the study, mention past studies conducted by the Corps in 

the area, and indicate what our current investigation will 

consist of. 

In February and March of last year, serious flooding 

occurred along the Caliente Creek streams.  As a result of 

this and past floods, the Kern County Board of Supervisors 

and the Kern County Water Agency requested the Corps to rein- 

vestigate the Caliente Creek stream group. 

The Caliente Creek stream group includes the creeks of 

Caliente, Sycamore, Comanche, Tejon and El Paso.  These streams 



drain a watershed of about 8,000 square miles which consists 

of a portion of the Southern end of the Sierra Nevada and part 

of the Northwesterly slopes of the Tehachapis.  These streams 

discharge onto the floor of the San Joaquin Valley where most 

of the flows either evaporate or percolate into the ground. 

This portion of the San Joaquin Valley has developed 

from a desert-like region to one of high agricultural pro- 

ductivity which is subject to significant flood damages. 

In 1966, the Corps of Engineers prepared a feasibility 

report which presented various flood control plans for the 

Caliente Creek stream group.  These incladed a system of up- 

stream reservoirs and a system of foothill detention basins 

connected by a diversion and percolating channel. 

The various plans considered flood control alo^e and 

flood control in combination with irrigation.  However, in all 

plans considered, the separable costs for flood control ex- 

ceeded the flood control benefits. 

8 In general, the Federal Government cannot participate 

in a project where the benefits don't exceed the costs.  There- 

fore, it was recommended by the District Engineer, and con- 

curred in by the Chief of Engineers in Washington, D. C, that 

no further consideration be given to a federal flood control 

project for the Caliente Creek stream group at that time. 

That was 1966. 

We are now beginning a new investigation to see if condi- 

"    tions have changed enough since 1966 to permit an economically 

justifiable solution to the flood problems.  We have already 

started hydrologic studies and economic and environmental 
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inventories of the area.  Information from these studies and 

input from you people, and your agencies, will be used to de- 

velop alternative flood control plans. 

Our planning procedure for water resource project 

follows a three-stage process with the first stage focusing 

6 on identification of problems and analyzing possible alterna- 

7 tive solutions.  This is the stage that we are starting now. 

8 Subsequent stages go into more detailed feasibility 

9 studies of potential solutions to the problems.  The three 

10 stages will take about four years to complete.  However, we 

11 will know at the completion of the first stage, in about 18 

12 months, whether or not there is a good chance to develop an 

13 economically feasible solution to the flood problems. 

14 During the four-year study period, we will hold a mini- 

15 mum of three formal public meetings, and if desirable, we will 

16 hold some less formal public workshops.  This is the first 

17 of three formal public meetings that we are holding. 

18 Near the end of the investigation, a Feasibility Report 

19 and an Environmental Impact Statement will be prepared.  The 

20 Feasibility Report will recommend what action, if any, should 

21 be taken. 

22 Any proposed plan that is recommended for implementation 

23 by the Corps of Engineers, and that is subsequently approved 

24 by our higher authorities, would require congressional 

25 authorization and funding before the proposal could be 

26 implemented. 

27 As I said, this meeting we are having tonight is the 

28 first formal public meeting and the purpose of this meeting 



is to get your views as to what are the problems, how you feel 

about the problems, what possible solutions you may have in 

mind, and what other aspects or considerations should we keep 

in mind when we are making this study. 

So, to get your input, I would like to turn the meeting 

back to George Ribble, who will call upon you who have indi- 

cated that you wish to make a statement.  George. 

8 MR. RIBBLE:  Thank you, Mr. Vasquez. 

I would like now to call on those who wish to make a 

0 statement as indicated on their attendance card that they have 

filled out.  First, Mrs. Murtiss Andrew. 

In summary, Mrs. Murtiss Andrew stated that she lived 

at 11004 San Fernando, the second house from the end; that 

water has never gotten into her yard, but just goes down the 

street.  She requested that someone come and look at her 

place. She also stated that she is not able to pay taxes for 

flood control. 

The next is Mr. Earl Benham. 

MR. BENHAM:  I am Earl Benham.  I have lived in Lamont 

since 1943 and we have had more of those floods, and when I 
1 was farming, if you had several acres, you couldn't plow it 

all today.  You do some more tomorrow.  And I wonder about 

H this, if we can't get the $24 million and stop it all at one 

time, some of those other creeks, Comanche, put a little 

dam on it; or Tejon, or some of the others, or dig a big pond 

and do what we can and then when we get some more money — 

this is our number one headache by far. 

This last flood in one accident there were two deaths. 
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They were drowned.  In an accident on the highway they were 

drowned. 

There was another man, his car was washed down the 

stream and, really, it's not at Caliente Creek at times, it's 

Caliente River. 

I don't know whether you have seen it or not, but they 

have a magazine showing some of the pictures, and this in- 

8 eludes more than just Lamont.  These other places, I don't see 

9 too much reason in having some ponds over here to hold the 

10 water after it gets through Lamont here. 

11 If we are going to do anything about Caliente, get it 

12 up in the mountains or sandhills where the land would be 

13 cheaper. 

14 Okay, thank you. 

15 MR. RIBBLE:  Thank you, Mr. Benham. 

16 MR. BENHAM:  Did you want to see this? 

17 MR. RIBBLE:  Yes, I think we would. 

18 James Williams. 

19 MR. WILLIAMS:  I think what should be cleared up is the 

20 fact that we are trying to deal with two different problems 

21 in this community at the same time, one of the problems being 

22 the Caliente Creek group and the other problem being the 

23 curbs and the gutters that we are trying to put in, and I 

24 have lived here a while, too, and I have seen that when 

23    Caliente Creek comes through Lamont, it tends to soak in a 

26 little bit except in extreme rainy seasons when it does flood 

27 on down this area. 

But what we are, a lot of us are here for, is really for 28 



the other project because you see we don't get notification of 

these meetings. 

Now, we have been told we do, but no one has.  There 

have been three or four meetings I didn't come to because I 

didn't know anything about them. 

6 I'm a property owner and I would like to know about what 

7 is going on.  I am a taxpayer also. 

8 Another thing, what I am trying to get at basically is 

9 these curbs and these gutters, if put in before the Caliente 

10   Creek problem is taken care of, I believe it will increase 

the problem of flooding of Lamont because what you have is 

hard surface that doesn't soak in.  You have got water that's 

running like a river and it's going to flood more of Lamont 

on a normal flood-like when we have a hard rain, it's going 

to flood more so than it does right now.  In other words, it 

takes a real heavy rain to flood like it did this last season 

or season before last. 

18 And if you have nothing but curbs and gutters and there 

19 is no way for the water to soak into the ground at all, you 

are going to have more flood water and I think more flood 

damage in Lamont. 

I think just common sense will tell you that, that when 

you have water that has some place to soak in, it's going to 

retard the rushing of the water a little more than just hard 

cement and curbs and gutters, and I kind of resent the fact 

26 that we are dealing with two issues here instead of one, be- 

27 cause it's really one problem as far as Lamont as a community 

28 is concerned. 



The Caliente Creek is a problem, yet if we have curbs 

and gutters and we don't take care of Caliente Creek, we are 

going to have three times the problem next time of floods. 

Okay, fine.  If you take care of Caliente Creek or do 

something to divert the water around Lamont, such as a six- 

foot pipeline or something from the canal east of Lamont to th« 

other side of the railroad tracks over here, you would 

alleviate quite a bit of the problems with the drain, and 

then, we could go ahead and start on the curbs and gutters, 

but I see that these two problems are the same. 

I may be wrong.  Of course, I'm not an engineer, but I 

am concerned about it.  For one reason, we are going to assess 

the people on the south end of Lamont, or the north end of 

Lamont.  They say as low as $6 and it could be as high as 

$15.  We don't know really what it is going to cost and still 

yet when the rains come they are going tohave the same 

problem. 

So the money they are paying out monthly for 40 years 

as in the proposal won't do all that much good.  I think 

there's others here that feel the same way. 

The first problem is Caliente Creek.  Maybe a temporary 

device or something that will divert the water around Lamont 

until you can finish this examination of the situation, and 

maybe I have talked too much, but the idea is that I think 

we should all be concerned about it because one day it may 

rain a big rain. 

We have had just some pretty heavy rains and it could 

do a lot more damage than we ever imagined, so I think we 



1 should check into both of them at once before we do either of 

2 them, either the curbs or the gutters or Caliente Creek. 

3 Thank you. 

4 MR. RIBBLE:  Thank you, Mr. Williams. 

5 Kenneth Frick. 

6 MR. FRICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I appreciate the 

7 Corps being here and I guess I would divide my comments into 

8 three parts. 

9 First of all, I am a long-term resident having lived 

10 here since I was born in the Lamont area, and I saw the '32 or 

11 the '33 flood and the damage then, of course, was not very 

12 much because there was not much in the path of that particular 

13 flood. 

14 Yes, there were drains and the like that were covered 

15 up coming down and so forth, but as far as the town of Lamont 

16 and as far as the community around, a lot of it was not 

17 farmed and there were not many people in Lamont. 

18 Of course, as we see the areas settling up and as we 

19 see the town of Lamont growing, and 1 am presuming we will see 

20 it grow more and more as time goes on, why the damage figures 

21 go up dramatically, and I would be hopeful, and I realize you 

22 have your formula, but I would be hopeful in your figuring that 

23 you would look ahead rather than behind. 

24 We are really talking about the next half century when 

25 you talk about getting after Caliente because I am looking back 

26 a half century — it's almost that long ago when the flood 

27 that I guess is called a big one, the '32 or '33 flood was a 

28 large one at Lamont, and the amount of damage that will be 



10 

done in the year 2030 is rather large by comparison of the 

expenditures that are necessary at this point in time. 

The second item — I have been involved in the small 

ad hoc committee that supervised, helped put together, and 

we have asked various agencies to try to put together reports. 

They have.  I am most appreciative of what the Kern County 

Water Agency has done, that the Board of Supervisors has been 

willing to get behind this and, also, I am holding in my hand 

a report and if anyone is interested in the box at the back 

of the room, I think there are copies for everyone. 

If they are interested, it is called "A Review of Plans 

for Flood Control on Caliente Creek," which was submitted to 

the Board of Supervisors and financed by the Board of Super- 

visors, put out by Bookman fc Edmonston Engineerina, and I 

think it is a good summary and I am particularly taken by that 

part of the summary that does talk about, I believe it is 

the Sivert Dam site or the Tamarack Dam site, or what have 

you, the idea of damage for the 50 or 100-year flood, and 

letting out 360 cubic feet per second or 500, or whatever — I 

see different figures; and that actually being the amount of 

stream that would go downstream from Caliente, which would 

get me to the third point. 

It would seem to me that Caliente is the one to really 

look at.  The others do flood land.  The others do flood farms 

The others do not affect the people that Caliente affects. 

Caliente truly gets right here in the heart of Lamont and 

it would seem to me that that's where the investigations and 

the attention by the Corps should be, and I would be hopeful 
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that the other streams that they have talked about that are 

shown on the map do not pull down the cost of the feasibility. 

I would hate to think of Sycamore, Little Sycamore, 

Comanche, Tejon, El Paso and Tunis pulling down the effective- 

ness factor that the Corps must come up with as compared to 

Caliente itself. 

Finally, since this has been studied considerably and 

I'm sure everything you go into has been studied over the 

many years, I was wondering if it is not possible to shorten 

the period, although you said that in 18 months you are 

going to have a pretty good feel as to where you are headed, 

which does make a big difference as to what is going to 

happen, but as many reports and studies as have been made by 

both you and others, certainly there's a lot of information 

already available that I would be hopeful that the quicker 

that something could be forthcoming, why certainly the people 

of Lamont are going to be happier as far as water coming 

down out of the hills. 

And I don't think it is possible for anybody who under- 

stands what it does to one's home who have been through a 

flood, to your possessions and those things that are dear to 

your heart, particularly if you find that you do not have the 

wherewithal to replace those items or if they are personal 

items that are not replaceable.  I think there's a lot of 

pain that goes on and I think it is very important that you do 

not dilute your study worrying about those other streams. 

MR. RIBBLE:  Anybody else want to make a statement? 

MS. KOHL:  Excuse me, I didn't have an opportunity to 

give you back the card before, but 1 do have a brief statement 
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to make.  My name is Peggie Kohl and I do have a copy of this 

statement to give to you for reference.  I represent the U. S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service. 

I am here at the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers' request 

to inform you of my agency's role in this study. 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1958 requires all 

federal agencies involved in water resource development proj- 

ects, such as the Caliente and the stream group investigation, 

to consider wildlife conservation equally with other features 

of the project throughout the agency's planning and decision- 

making processes. 

To fill this requirement, construction agencies, such as 

the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, must coordinate with State 

and Federal wildlife agencies, including my agency, U. S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service. 

As part of the coordination proecess natural resource 

agencies develop and recommend ways of adopting the project's 

facilities and operation to offset adverse impacts to fish 

and wildlife resources, resulting from project implementation. 

Measures to enhance these resources are also recommended. 

In the case of the Caliente stream group investigation, 

the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers will be required to include 

in the project plans such means and measures for wildlife 

conservation as they may find justifiable to obtain maximum 

overall project benefits. 

The cost of these provisions are to be considered an 

integral part of. the project. 

Since the Caliente stream group investigation is just in 
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the initiation stage and our office has only received the 

announcement for this public meeting, we have not had an oppor 

tunity to evaluate the alternatives presented this evening. 

Therefore, we cannot offer any substantive input to the study 

at this time. 

6 I would, however, like to take this opportunity to 

7 announce that the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service invites 

8 public participation in the process of developing our reports 

9 and recommendations.  If anyone here has information on the 

10 wildlife resources of this area, can help identify their 

11 problems and needs, or knows of people interested in these 

12 issues, please get in touch with me at the close of this 

13 meeting, or letting me know of this through the Army Corps of 

14 Engineers, or through my office in Sacramento. 

15 Thank you very much. 

16 MR. RIBBLE:  Thank you. 

17 Anybody else like to make a statement? 

18 I think that there's one thing that we know by this 

19 time, that this project is going to cost a lot of money to 

20 cure Caliente Creek stream's flooding problem, and I think it 

21 may be our best hope here tonight to appeal to the Corps of 

22 Engineers to solve it. 

23 I think the libraries are filled now with studies of 

24 Caliente Creek and I think most of us, or those of us who live 

25 in the flood plain and are flooded periodically, are probably 

26 tired of seeing more and more reports and would like to get 

27 something done to stop the flooding, and in that regard, I 

28 would like to say to the Corps that I think that four years 



44 

is an awfully inordinately long time for a study when you 

really are not plowing any new ground.  It's been studied and 

restudied so many times that there's an enormous amount of 

data on it. 

So, I would hope that they would take less time than 

four years. 

Now is your chance to say what you feel about it.  Any- 

body else have a statement? 

MR. HEAD:  I am David Head.  I would like to echo what 

Ken said and one other thing in the Corps' study of the 

problems there are offsets that I would hope that we just 

don't come to a figure, X number of dollars, and then set that 

against the damage and say that it is not cost effective be- 

cause if we know where these structures are going to be, I 

think the people in the area are willing in a lot of cases to 

provide the land. 

There are projects, both publicly funded and privately 

funded that will move rock or that will move dirt, or that 

will do various things, so when we get the plan, if we can 

use all the offsets we can, then I think we could bring the 

cost effectiveness into a range that we can afford, but you are 

right, it's going to take a lot of money. 

MR. RIBBLE:  Thanks, Dave. 

We have with us Kack Thomson of the Water Agency Board 

of Directors.  Jack, would you like to say anything? 

MR. THOMSON:  I am representing Kern County Water Agency, 

and, of course, we are participating along with the Board of 

Supervisors in the study. 
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I, personally, have a more direct interest because our 

home is right alongside the East Side Canal and I don't know 

if Caliente Creek — I don't think it would probably flood us 

if it wasn't for the backup breaks in the canal which runs 

over and so we usually have quite a little water on our farm 

and so far we have managed to keep it away from the house. 

But I certainly agree with the statement Kenneth and Dave 

made that I think that it's more and more important as Lamont 

grows that some protection be awarded because I know I had a 

10   chance to observe some of the homes that were flooded, and 

H   these are not, you know, the largest and most expensive 

12 houses, but in many cases they are all the people have and 

13 to them they are vitally important, and it's really bad to 

14 see something like this that, for instance, in 1978, broke 

15 right alongside of Lamont and just let the water run right 

16 through the center of town. 

17 I think that as time goes on, the damages are going to 

18 be very significant unless something is done to control the 

19 flooding. 

20 Thank you. 

21 MR. RIBBLE:  Thanks, Jack. 

22 MR. BRINSON:  My name is Danny Brinson.  I am Assistant 

23 Pastor of the First Gospel Church here in Lamont, and as Dave 

24 Head already stated, this is a meeting concerning Caliente, 

25 feasibility of some type of plan or proposal that would 

26 eliminte most of the flooding, and I would like to echo the 

27 sentiment of Mr. Williams, the fact that there is a plan 

28 right now in the town of Lamont consisting of putting curbs 
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and gutters throughout the city. 

I believe it is 21 miles and we have been mentioning 

funding here, and it is definitely going to be very expensive 

and costly to place these dams at the sites that you have 

chosen.  I believe it is $24.4 million, but the point I would 

like to make is that the funds that we do now have available 

and the funds that have been pledged already to this curbs 

and gutter proposal, I think, to me, and I'm speaking as a 

voice for our church, that any funds that are now available 

for water for this problem, that we do have the water problem, 

should be diverted to the Caliente project 100 percent, because 

even if we do go ahead and put curbs and gutters in Lamont 

and this project is not gone through with first, as Mr. 

Williams already said, it would more or less be useless. 

Just last week I found myself with a shovel out in the 

curbs and gutters cleaning up some of the mud that came down 

from the flood last year.  It would be no time at all when our 

curbs and gutters that we paid $4.2 million for, that could 

go on this project, would be filled with this same guck I was 

cleaning out of our gutter in front of our church. 

Therefore, our system would be of no use and we would 

have to go ahead and do this anyway, so what I am saying is 

that the funds that are now available, they should be, in my 

opinion, diverted to this project, and that, as Earl Benham 

already stated, is our problem right here, and as the people 

of Lamont last year right after the flood spoke their voice 

a little louder than normal and said, "We need something done 

here," and a proposal was brought up for this local rain water 
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and local flooding which is really not what the people wanted. 

What the people have wanted and the opinions they have 

expressed and the voice that they have made has been for this 

project for the past year, and we just would like to express 

our support that any funds that are available anywhere else 

for any other project, we would like to say that they should 

be diverted and placed to go against the cost of $25 million. 

Thank you. 

MR. RIBBLE:  The funds that are available for the curbs 

and gutters, are they federal funds or local funds? 

MR. BRINSON: I'm not sure. Ed might correct me. I be- 

lieve there are three or four agencies. 

MR. HEAD:  The curb and gutter project is a project 

that will be two and a half million dollars coming from the 

Community Development Fund for curbs, gutters and roads, and 

this type of thing, and then, the community of Lamont will 

bond itself for the $1.7 million or whatever the break is in 

that, but the community will put up that. 

There are no funds other than the money that's in the 

budget now for the Caliente Creek.  The monies that are 

available for curbs and gutters are not available for Caliente 

Creek. 

That project has not been submitted, nor has it been 

approved for CD funding.  The other project has been. 

So, it isn't just automatic that way, but that answers 

the question, I think. 

While I am on my feet, let me ask a question in relation 

to what the young man said. I didn't understand clear the dam 

sites we have on the map.  Those are dam sites that were 
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proposed in a prior study. 

MR. BRINSON:  Essentially yes. 

MR. HEAD:  The feasibility of say, let's take Clear 

Creek dam site on the Tehachapi Creek right there — now, the 

feasibility of saying a small structure there not costing the 

$20 million or whatever, but costing a good deal less than 

that, would that then serve as a viable control of that parti- 

cular contributing stream to the overall problem? Would that 

be feasible?  In other words, if we are looking at this thing 

so we can do it in phases, is there a logical phasing that 

we see there in the construction of the dams? 

MR. JANSSEN:  Well, Mr. Head, it would depend upon, first 

of all, how much that dam, how much water this dam would con- 

trol and maybe — 

MR. HEAD:  Let me clear my question.  Is there sufficient 

information to answer the question I asked? In other words, 

has that been looked at? Does that control a sufficient 

amount of water that if that were structured alone it would 

have a "significant" — and that's not a good word — would it 

contribute an important phase of flood control in the Lamont 

area? 

MR. JANSSEN:  Well, at this particular stage, I couldn't 

answer that because we are currently redeveloping our hydrologj 

for instance. 

MR. HEAD:  That would be in the study, in the first 18 

months? 

MR. JANSSEN:  Right. 

MR. HEAD:  Thank you. 

MR. RIBBLE:  I could add, too, on the funding, if the 
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Corps builds the project, usually the construction costs are 

federally funded, and lands, easements, rights-of-way and re 

locations and operation and maintenance is locally funded, so 

that usually means the formation of some kind of an improvement 

or taxing district to guarantee operation and maintenance of 

the project after the Federal Government constructs it 

So, that's what you are looking at.  That's one of the 

8 estimates that will come out of the study 

9 Anyone else? Yes. 

10 MS. BOWERS:  May I ask a question, please? My name is 

11 Zelda Bowers, Postmaster of Caliente.  Is this going to affect 

12 the town of Caliente, this proposed dam site that you are re- 

13 ferring to? 

14 MR. JANSSEN:  At this stage, ma'am, I couldn't say yes 

15 or no.  From the dam sites that are shown there, these two up 

16 here probably would not affect the town of Caliente, but at 

17 this stage we haven't developed the information in sufficient 

18 detail to answer questions such as that.  Eventually, yes, we 

19 will be able to say yes or no definitely. 

20 MR. RIBBLE:  Anyone else? 

21 If there aren't any further statements, we, members of 

22 the staff of the Corps and Water Agency, will be available for 

23 discussion or questions after the meeting. 

24 So, the meeting is adjourned.  Thank you for coming 

25 (Thereupon the meeting was 
adjourned.) 

26 

27 

28 
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11009 Santa Paula, 
Lamont, Calif.9j>2l\±, 
7-13 -79. 

District Engineer, 

Sacramento District, Corps of Engineers, 

650 Capitol Mall, 

Sacramento, Calif. 958lU. 

Dear Sir, 

CalienteCreek floods are our worst problem .  Lamont 

is the home of many elderly and poor personsand we can do 

little to prevent fz  alleviate this problem.  In addition 

to all the property loss and misery of the 1976 flood, two 

Lamont residents were drowned. 

Somebody' else's water causes most of our flood problems. 

Mountain snows and rains send Caliente water rushing down- 

stream.  DiGiorgio Dam prevents the w-ter from flowing south 

in its old channel. New levees protect f-rms but flood more 

home s. 

Kern Lake, the old lake bed, is now being formed and tiiere 

is no place for water to go without doing damage.  Future 

floods are sure to come endangering lives and property. 

I don't know whit action should be taken,but please do 

something.  A dom to core for 5C-yenr floods is preferable 

to no dam at all. 

Sincerely, 

tors. Goldle benham 
*> - 

WoJJU^> y&sistAjz^so 
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STATI Of CALIFORNIA —THE  RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G.  BROWN JR., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT OFFICE 
107 SOUTH (ROADWAY, ROOM 1063 
IDS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(HMM2I1-620-3M0) 

July 18, 1979 

District Engineer 
Sacramento District Corps of Engineers 
650 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814 

ATTN:  Investigations Section C 

SUBJECT:  Caliente Creek Stream Group Investigation 

Gentlemen: 

We appreciate this early opportunity to comment on 
your study.  Due to the present conceptual level of the 
project our comments are general and are intended to 
direct your investigation to consider certain geologic 
hazards to the proposed facilities.  Many nf the  proposed 
dam sites and other facilities are near the White Wolf 
fault which displayed surface rupture during the 1952 
Arvin-Tehachapi earthquake.  Consideration should be given 
to the effects of possible future surface rupture. 

It is assumed that site specific engineering geologic 
investigations appropriate to the proposed facilities will 
be performed, at which time other potential geologic hazards 
may become apparent. 

Sincerely, 

,Davis J.F 
State Geologist 

J*l/:JFD:vh 

Jerome Treiman 

ftW? 






